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WIND 
GATES

THE BREEZE THAT WAFTS IN THROUGH THE TRIPLE-HEIGHT WESTERN AND 

EASTERN WIND POCKETS CREATED AT THE WIND GATES APARTMENT COMPLEX IN 

KOLHAPUR, INDIA. DESIGNED BY PRINCIPAL ARCHITECT PRASHANT KAPADI - VISION 

ASSOCIATES AND CONSTRUCTED BY ABHIJIT MAGADUM, BHIMA MAHABHARAT 

DEVELOPERS, WIND GATES FEATURES AN ASYMMETRICAL JUXTAPOSITION OF 

BLOCKS ON DIFFERENT GRIDS GIVING THE STRUCTURE A DRAMATIC FAÇADE.  

STRATEGICALLY SITUATED WITHIN THE CITY OF KOLHAPUR, INDIA WIND GATES 

PLOTS WERE ZONED TO AFFORD UNOBSTRUCTED VIEWS OF THE IMPOSING NEW 

PALACE MUSEUM, A HISTORIC ROYAL BUILDING IN KOLHAPUR SYNONYMOUS WITH 

THE IDENTITY OF THE CITY, FROM DIFFERENT POINTS. FOR MAXIMUM FLOOR 

SPACE, THE PRINCIPAL PLOT WAS DIVIDED INTO TWO WINGS, CONNECTED BY WIRE 

ROPE PERGOLAS AT THE ENTRANCE.
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T he pergolas convey building connectivity, while 
at the same time contributing to balance the 
spaces and height proportions. Despite the 

legal division between the two plots, the design gives 
the illusion of a single campus zone; the two wings are 
further interconnected by means of bridges through 
wind pockets at multiple levels. Situated centrally 
between the two wings are the common amenities 
including a multipurpose hall, gym and children’s 
play park. The functional segregation of the vehicular 
zone is achieved by placing the common amenities 
in contraposition to the access road, which prevents 
obstructions to the pedestrian zone.

CLIMATIC RESPONSIVE ARCHITECTURE
The building attains its name through the triple 
height wind pockets that allow the west wind to flow 
unhampered into the complex, amenity space and the 
internal faces of the two wings. A coherent design, 
with respect to both climatology and site conditions, 
creates well-proportioned interior and exterior spaces. 
Cantilevered projections, box frames and pergolas 
combine to develop an interesting play of shadow in 
both natural and artificial light.
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FAÇADE AND UNIT DESIGN
The deceptive façade of Wind Gates 
masks the girth and verticality of the 
building through the asymmetrical 
protrusion of blocks in different grids. 
The recessive order of the blocks 
leading up to the penthouse on the 
sixth and seventh floors give the 
structure a unique skyline and afford 
wider sky views from the central inter-
action spaces.

While presenting a challenge in 
visualizing and constructing these 
masses, the recessive blocks give 
character to the structure. The 
terraces attached to the units are 
projected through cantilevers over the 
protruding boxes, further enhanced 
by the addition of fabricated pergolas 
and glass railing. The overall effect 
is to create an interesting façade. 
Each individual dwelling space offers 

preserved and is one of the highlights 
of the landscape. Flowerbeds as 
well as water bodies interspersed 
among trees such as mango, 
flame tree, jasmine, bur-flower tree, 
passion fruit, frangipani and bird 
cherry create a soothing ambience. 
The trees invite nesting birds, 
and seating accommodations are 
provided under the shade of the 
trees so that residents can enjoy the 
scenery. The walking tracks feature 
pergola covered by creepers such 
as Rangoon creepers and the height 
and length of the compound walls 
are creatively minimized by planting 
palm trees continuously along the 
wall.

GREEN FEATURES
In addition to the climate responsive 
architectural design of Wind Gates, 
the building also incorporates ample 

an en-trance lobby that segregates the 
space from the common passages. 
The floors of the common passages 
abutting every residence bear dark grey 
tiles, providing a striking contrast to the 
traditional rangoli patterns, and help to 
inter-rupt the monotony of the lengthy 
passage while enhancing traditional 
values. Openly designed wide stairways 
encourage residents to access their 
individual dwellings or mutual interactive 
spaces through the stairways.

LANDSCAPE
A water sculpture located at the entrance 
of the complex reflects the basic concept 
of massing and blocking while creating a 
soothing ambience. The interconnectivity 
of spaces within the compound is 
balanced through landscaping.

During the construction, a significant 
number of existing plant life was 
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daylight and natural ventilation into its 
design. Fly ash bricks were used during 
construction and a significant portion 
of the building has been devoted to 
vegetation to reduce the urban heat 
effect. The building also integrates 
wastewater recycling and solar energy 
among its green features.

COMMON AMENITIES AND SPACES
The multipurpose hall located centrally 
between the two wings of Wind Gates 
is connected to the children’s play area 
as well as common interaction spaces. 
A rooftop garden, seating pockets 
and a kids’ paddle pool are situated 
above the multipurpose hall, while 
the gym and indoor games hall are 
located below, featuring skylights and 
indoor-landscape pockets. Intelligently 
designed landscape and common 
lobbies at parking level create a stress-
relieving ambience while entering the 
building. The common lobbies are 
equipped with informal seating areas 
where residents can relax.

Further seating pockets and 
overlooking passages are added to 
every floor level, promoting social 
interaction among neighbors and 
offering the senior residents’ space to 
intermingle. n
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Bhima Mahabharat Builders and other group 
of companies have been formed with the 
entrepreneurial enthusiasm of Abhijit Magdum. Over 
one and a half decade, Bhima Mahabharat Builders 
have redefined the residential and commercial 
constructions in Kolhapur.Spanning various 
construction projects, the name Bhima Mahabharat 
Builders has become synonymous with high quality 
and innovation. The company consists of 35 young, 
enthusiastic, energetic professionals in the fields 
of Engineering, Architects etc. led by Chairman & 
Managing Director Mr. Abhijeet Magadum and Mr. 
Jayesh Kadam, Director.


